Et -- +. And both Houſes of phe of 
| Peing aſhort Declaration of the cruelty # 
inflifted upon ſome of the ſervants of the Lord now 
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called ®xakers, by ſome barbarous & bloudy men Tnha- =] 
' birants' in M eriongth ſhire in North WaRffthe - | { 
3d Month, 1660. and in part of South ® Als 

* AV SR 0... 6/127 afoot 
Which we have ſome of #s:come- 195 miles in tendey love to Pp 
lay theſe ſufferings before you, that you may take care | 
|. that innocent and peaceable people may not be de= _ Tr 
.-  frogedin the high way by prophane and ungod- i} 
.. ly menwho ſeck to take' away their lives... 1 
Here being to the number of 14. perſons or 
there abouts: peaceably met together 'in the 
=. fearof the Lord, to wait upon hinys/: one 41- 
| +10: ban Vaughan with ſeveratothers(whom he ſee- Ih 
| - - medto<encouraye thereunto) came in upon them, and _- Ei) 
haled them out of the houſe wherein they met,beating mt 
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led them intheir way of worſliip,where they were kept 
while he and his companions were drinking and ſcoff. 
ing at them in anAle-houſe hard by,but in the evening - 


it being the firſt day) having driven them two miles - 


oo. CO 
fame account, and thefe were'iny; 
of fifteen , ſome lixteen' weeks, in which time the 
Goaler was ſo cruel,” not" regarding either 'the po- 
verty of ſome, or the innocency of all, that he would 
not ſuffer them to have the common Goal to lie in, .ſs 
as they rnight have been at peace; but kept them cloſe 
. priſoners in his own houſe, where he would not ſuffer 
_any toCarry them food, or other neceſfaries they ſtood 
+4n need of, but ſo cuntinued in 'a rage towards them, 
Licking and abuſing them daily, having taken from 


them their bibles, inkhorns; knives, moneys, &c. ' So 
' that the generality of the fober people did' fo cry” 


out, that an innocent people and honeſt > vr 
ſhould be fo cruelly dealt withal, yea the Goaler him- 


ſelfſeemed to be ſo far convinced that they ſuffered for 
conſcience ſake.,that he did'often acknowledge it ; and 
in- his rage ( having not elſe againſt them) would ſay, 


That it were as well for them to render their ſouls to the De- 
oil firſt as laſt, and ſwear what was required of them, for do 
# they muſt ; and more to that effe(t than can be herein 


expreſſed; And notwithſtanding (thinking thereby'to. 


injoy their peace) they compounded with him for 
their houſe-room, and he ſeeming to be ſatisfied there- 
with, yet did he put them to ſuch flavery, that he cau- 
' ſed them to draw timber, like Oxen, and to carry like 


Horſes, till their ſhoulders were bruiſed red and black, 


they being kept ſocloſe that ſome of them were glad 
to have ſo much libertyto preſerve their health,though 
the terms wereſuch,though alſo ſome refuſed, judging. 

it to be beyond what they were called to cult 
_ cruelty, but rather to {g&k to {top it 3 notwithſtanding 
all which, 3 of them werEforced to pay 30 l. Pole mo- 
ney, though they had ri&ver owned nor ated In,any 
_Commiſiion that 'might render them liable thereunrto, 
F A 2 And 


were ingſome' for the ſpace 
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And thongh attheir, releaſment they paid the Goaler 
fully the agreement, and he: ſeemed to be ſatisfied, yer 
hath becaufed-3 of thoſe whawere formerly fertered 
in the irons (the 4th being not found) to be apprehen- 
ded by the $herifts Bailifts,and brought again to his cu- 
ſtody and.tyranny, in which miſery they now remain, 
' and:doth now deal ſo cruelly with them, that one of 
them being a maried man,is deni'd ta let his wite come: 
at him;nor hardly ſuffer viftuals to be brought them,ask— 
had dealt with them and others formerly, Alledging 
that they muſt pay for all'the meat, drink-and houſe- 
room that he and+ his: companions did devour at the 

uarter Seſſions, though the priſoners did riot partake 
thereof atall, ſaving their ſtanding where they were 
linked together during the:faid time, where the'drun- 
kards did fo rageatithem,that ſome threatned to pierce 
them with their {words drawn,” others/to knock them 
down with axes, &c. Alſothe ro'h day of the fourth 
Month, 3 friends being upon their Journy having 3 horſes, 
two. of which. were laden with Family proviſion, the ſame A!- 
ban Vaxghany who was formerly mentioned, coming out of an 
| Alchouſe by the way ſide,did( without any provocation:there- 
unto) violently abuſe, wound, bruife and beac chem until his 
fiaff was broken,and then fell upon chem with his ſword, and ſo 
cauſed them to parc with their. horfes, not ſuffering them to 
eaſe the durpb creatures of their heavy loads, bur forcedthem 
to.go before, him with greater ſpeed than their bodies were a- 
ble to bear, for the ſpace of 3 miles or thereabouts, ſcarce 
ſheathing his ſword in all the way, bur ſtill abuſing chem, and 
ſwearing chat he would take away their lives, but being limitted 
as to that, coming intoa Village, he cauſed them to be-pur in 
the ftocks, and having been there while he was fatisfying his 
lafts otherwiſe, for their: furthg F: gment, he brought chem 
_ back again to their horſes, where he robbed them of one horſe, 
ſaddle, bridle, riding coat, as alſo what other things they 
had, co wit, moneys, linnens, gloves, books, Kkniyes, comb 
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and other like, 8nd then he lecewo of them go, tut the third 
he detained for a while afcer. TT | TIE. 

Alſo 5.of the 13 priſoners heretofore mentioned & 2 others, 
they being then out of that web leaderh into all cruth, baving 
acted in a Commiſſion for the Militia, under former Authority, 
though they ſtrialy obſerved their orders in all their a&ings, 
& gaveup a full aud clear account thereof to the Commiſſio» 
ners that ſucceeded them, whoarethe now Magiſtrates in that 
ſaid County, yet have they been by chemimpriſoned- forithe . 
ſpace of 15 weeks unjuſtly and withour orders, as then and af- 
terwards did appear; and though their bodies had been long 
impriſoned,they ſeized upon their catte], & drove away there- 
of with much cruelty-and violence co the number of 650 head 
_ or thereabouts, and brought them to the ſaid Town of Beale 
where the owners of them were priſoners, which was above'20 
miles from ſome of their habitations, except ſuch as they de- 
ſtroyed by the way, inthe driving, wh:re they ſold them away 
for what they pleaſed,and diſpoſed of the: monies according to 
their own wills, and for all this they decained the owners ſtill 
priſoners,until the AG of Obl:vien came forth ;and their enmity 
did ſo continue, that ſome of them hearing of a Meſſenger that 
was ſent with the (ſaid Aﬀco thepriſoners, whom it did fo much 
concerngcauſed the Meſſenger to be apprehended, andbr=ughc 
| before one or more of them, who cauſed him'to be (ſearched, 
and finding the AC with him, and he afticming ic was for the 
priſoners, they took it from him by violence, with another 
book, and him they commicted.to the common Goal, baving 
not elſe againſt himz And alſo though upon further confide- 
ration they found che priſoners to be clear, and left the'priſon 
dooras it were open for them to cake their liberty, yet did they 
not make any return. of, or. fatisfa&ion for their ſaid catte], 
though ſeveral of the ſaid priſoners were poor Tenants, and 
their Families: ſo left without-either their goods or rela- 
tions, but rather the contrary, ſome of the (aid perſecutors 
knawn, and others greatly ſuppoſed ſo to. incenſe the 
Countrey,;.that there is about fifreen ſuits now depending 
above-forth, at the County S:ſ1>ns and elſwhere, for the 
ſame moneys thar the aforefaid Catre} were fold away for, 
' none due co euher , being 
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accompt given for them as may yet further appear, as in any 
County in the Nation, ſo as to outward appearance ſeveral fa- 
milies are like ro be ruined rhereby ; and leaft the innocenc 
ſhonld beexclaimed againlt with cheguilty, icis robe obſerved 
that moſt of the indulgence that theſe perſecuted people have 


found in all their ſufferings (which was more then can be well 


expreſſed) was from choſe who had been ſufferers in the cimes 
of the late revolutions, as being the Kings friends, bur the 
enmity and perſecution was from- thoſe who a&ed under all 
authorities they could, except one or two that were more moa- 


- derate then all the reſt- yea one oftheir greateſt perſecutors not 


* ASin 
Pennall 
Towyn, 
KC, © 


| Jong before did openly declare, that he bad never been for the King, 


nor would heever be, bur now he and mauy others of them would 
ſacritice Lambs for peace-offerings, or cover themſelves with 
ſeeming zeal in perſecuting the innocent, who did nor at all in- 

tendto exclaim againft any, had they lefr them to paſſe along 
the way, andto enjoy of their own wherewithall co ſabliſt; bur 
finding their enmity not onely cocontinue, bucr-r4ther to in- 
creaſein ſome orother of them daily, ſo thac*Prieſt and people 
made'it cheir praice co abuſe them in che way, 'puc them in 
the ftocks, and that without any Othcer or pretence of order 
for what they did, ſome of chem affirming ir was becauſe they 
would notbow unto them, which chey could not do for Con- 
ſcience ſake,) they are conſtrained rolay it before you, being 
they ſtill continue in their wickednefle, and rejoycein theirin= 


humaneprattice. - - oy 

EASY. The Names of che Sufferers.. 

Thomas Lewis William Fones 

Samuel Humphrey 324.584 Thomas Ellis 

Foba Williams . © © _ Hugh apRees 

Evan Jones FL, Wiliiam ap Rees 

Rees fones ©  Foby- Meredith 

Robert Owen — __'Lewis ap Humphrey. 

Owen Lewis | Meredith Edwards 

Owen Humphrey. ' | - Henry Thomas, and others. 
Fohu Humphrey Jane Owen Widdow + .. 
John Williams the younger. Foan Hum;brey - be 
Fohn Evan ag Rs Katherine Williams, and other 
Fohn David of chat ſex. | 


Richard Jones © | The 
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| The 28th, day of the 3d. Moneth, ' James Lewis riding 


. Praceably from 7inby cowards his Habitation, in the way was 
mer by one Thomas Davies, a rude bruitiſh fellow, who regards 
neither the fear of God er man, yer eſteemes himſelfone of 
the Kings beſt ſubje&s, who asked che ſaid Fames. whether he 
was a Quaker,to which he made no reply, then (aid he you dumb 
dog I le make you ſpeak, and began to; bear him as hard as he 

could with great Raff full of knots, took his hat off his head, 

| and threw it down a hill ; James having lighted of his horſe go 

| Fetch his har, he comes to him the ſecond time with the ſame 
words, and beateth him again with his ſtaff, then he rhrew .off 
his hat again 3 James having lighted to'feich his hat, he comes 
to him the third time, and beat him, and told him he would 
make him as Jelly, and would bear him as long as his tick 
would hold, before he would part with him; At laſt laid. hold 
on him, and threaened to kill and Piſtol him, but his power = 

.. was limited, that he conld do no more; He. gave him ; a» 
bouc thirty blowes in all, which did' very -much_ bruiſe his 
body, | 

Ia che 4th. Month of the year 1660 Humphry Williams.and 
Fobu Howel paſling along the Rodd, met a company of rude 
people, one of which ftruck at Humphery Williams, and mifling 
him ſtruck the horſe on his head till he reeled ; Then he wenc 
to Fohn Howel, and beat him and ſhed his blood, and again he 
came back to Humphery Williams (wearing he would kill him, 

| ſaying, there was no Law againſt it now, the King being come, _ 
In the ſame'month another man meeting wich Humphery 

Williams in the Road, and demanded of him to ſpeak afcer the 

cuftome of the world, drew our his knife, ſwearing if he would: 

not ſpeak, he would kill him; To that purpoſe came ſeveral 
times with his knife towards-him, but was keptfrom a&ing 

Soriding with him awhile,ſti]] chreatning, at laſt parting ſaid, 

if ever he met him again, he would-doit, #020 

: The 2d. of the 12th. month 1660 Foby Husband being at-bis 

I ſtanding in a fair, at.a place. called Whit-land in Carmerthen- 
ſhire, the aforeſaid Thomas Davies came unto him in a bruiriſh 

bloody manner, and gave. him many blows with his ſword, 

_ andlefr not off till, he had cut his noſe very nigh off his: face 3 
Curt his and feveral other mens Shoes from the poles with his 
{word, frighted the whole fair , infomuch that the people 
| ST, __.chrough 


xthroughfearwere diſperſed, and' their Market hindreg; Yet 
for alſetiis genera} difturbance, no care eeken by the Magi- 
*Krates'for puniſhing or preventing ſuch misbehaviours. - | 
* > The 29th. of the 3d. month 1661 Hnmphbery Williams and 
Fobn Husband being Shoomakers, comming to a Town' called 
Cermarthin about their Lawfal occafions to buy Leather, at 
their firſt entrance ſawa great multitude of peoplein the ſtreet 
with Arms and Drums, being led by one Boney Barret, who 
_ was drunk beforethem, yet having a Halbert on his ſhoulder, 
etid a Sword by his fide, came furiouſly unto them asſfoon as. 
_ Theylighted off their horſes, and thought to ſtrike Humpory 
Williams with the halbert, but being hindred by one of the _ 
Drummers; he gave him a cuffin his face,then ran furiouſly ar 
one fames Lewi with his hatbert intending to ffabb him in rhe | 
neck, but the ſpear entered not according to his bloody will; 
Ther! they were delivered to the Marſhal, by whom they were 
brought before Dankin Gough called Juſtice 3 In rhe mean rime, * 
' the faid Bomy' Barret went to the Smiths roſharpen the ſpear of 
his halberr, and in the faid Juſtice his fight did run at James 
Lewis and-thoughe to ftab himin che belley, but his hand be- 
ing on-theplace, he received the ftab through the bone'of his 
| hand, which obſtru&ed a greater danger3 Then turning to - 
Joby Husband;gave him a blow over che ſhoulders, and another 
co- Humphery Williams 3 Theſaid Juſtice Commanded tkem to 
be brought from Conſtable ro Conſtable out 'of Town, 
ftrengehning the rude rabblein their crueltie, though he was 
counifel led* co keep themin'better order; Infomuch that the 
faid Bonny Barret followed chem to the place where they had 
left cheir horſes, and with his fword ftruck Humphry Williams 
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Z  'Gver thepare, his hand being on his head, cut o piece of hip 


And thisis onridefires who loves good Government, that our | 
friends who lie ii Priſon for their [nnocency andggod Cdn- 
| ſcience; may be' fer at liberty by you 3 Such a&ijons and: 
_ "praiſes trending to the urrer ruine of ſo many families as 
. "before mentioned" may betaken a cotirfe withall, ard ftopr 
. (with the wiſdome of God:)'Which diſhonours good govern- 
- meat,our defires being tolive peaceable inall godlineſsand 
* lays iod 512 707% (2087 amr agdTs HAISTCT HT | 
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